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Summary

This report describes the structure and functionality of the REFORM website
(www.reformrivers.eu). The public area of the website serves as a knowledge
platform for the target audiences and as a place to provide open access to
documents and information, such as reports, publications, case studies and
project related news. Documents will be uploaded gradually throughout the
course of REFORM. Furthermore, the website will be used as an online forum for
interacting with stakeholders to prepare the REFORM end-user event
(stakeholder workshop) in 2013 and the final conference in 2015. The internal
area, where registered users can post and search for documents, will support
and encourage knowledge and information exchange amongst REFORM partners.
Next to the project website a WIKI on hydromorphology, ecology and restoration
of rivers will support the dissemination of knowledge and know-how. This WIKI
will be populated with the first results and be online early 2013. The website will
remain active up to three years after the end of the project (2018). The website
technical set up and maintenance is carried out by the Ecologic Institute. Content
management is the responsibility of the coordinator (Deltares) and the WP
leaders.
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1 Introduction

REFORM is a four-year large integrated research project launched in November
2011 that will address the achievement of hydromorphological and ecological
objectives for rivers as required by the European Union Water Framework
Directive 2000/60/EC (WFD). Dissemination will play an important role in
achieving the overall goals of REFORM: (1) to provide a framework for improving
the success of hydromorphological restoration measures and (2) to assess more
effectively the state of rivers, floodplains and connected groundwater systems.
REFORM’s dissemination and communication objective, as laid out in the
Description of Work, is to:

“Increase awareness and appreciation for the need, potential and benefits of
river restoration through active involvement of and dissemination of project
outputs to policy-makers, practitioners and stakeholders.”

The REFORM website (www.reformrivers.eu) is a key element of the project
dissemination & communication strategy (see Deliverable 7.1). It will be the
main tool for presenting REFORM to the rest of the world and disseminating its
results and for internal communication between partners. The website serves as
a knowledge platform for the target audiences and as a place to provide open
access to documents and information, such as reports, publications, case studies
and project related news. The ToR as laid down in the description of work for the
website are:

1. Provide an online forum for interaction with stakeholders. This section will be
developed using modern web techniques like short illustrative Youtube videos
and establishing specific groups in social networks, e.g. Linkedin. This
sections will allow for continuous communication with stakeholders and will
help in the preparation of the end-user workshop and final conference.

2. Provide for internal communication and dissemination among REFORM
partners, a password protected intranet, which has sections for all relevant
components of the project (WP packages, EU communication, minutes of
meetings, presentations, metadatabase, etc) and online forum for discussion.
The latter is to compliment face-to-face meetings and reduce to need to
travel.

3. Provide online background and training material for the summer school.
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. Provide online access to the main tools/applications developed in the project,
explaining its background and how to use them.

. Provide the portal for the interactive knowledge and information system on
river restoration.

Host a glossary of terms in various languages of the consortium (e.g. English,
French, German, Italian, Spanish) to facilitate communication with a broad
spectrum of users. The glossary will be updated regularly as the project
progresses.

. The website will remain active up to three years after the end of the project.
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2 Website structure

The website themes and structure were planned to provide a sound foundation
for producing a functional content rich website that would deliver the results
expected. Pages are logically grouped by related subject content and the
hierarchy places a higher importance on main pages using the sub-pages to help
reinforce their key subjects. This allows visitors to quickly access the content
they are interested in. The main pages are placed as main menu items at the top
of the website, below the REFORM logo, from which the visitor can easily
navigate to the sub-pages. As much as possible, the depth of the structure was
limited to a maximum of three clicks from the home page.

REFORM

"t Marsg=mant

Search site

REFORM in a nutshell et =Y
News S
sth International Odderbaek stream - Denmark
Symposium on
Ecohydraulics

Social Network

Newsletter

The first newslstter is
published. Contact
Project coordinator
Dr. Tom Buijse

Deltares
8 Contact this person

Who's online
There is currently 1
user anline,

* isabelle Odderbesk stream restoration to improve instream habitat
diversity and nutrient retention (Denmark, SWH mek
www.odderbaek.dk) PROGRAMME

REstoring rivers FOR effective catchment Management

Figure 1 View of the constant components of each page: the top menu, the right and left panels.
The middle frame varies from page to page.

To create a logical and easily navigable website, some basic information and
visual items are displayed in a consistent way from one page to the other. This
allows users to extend their knowledge from familiar pages to unfamiliar ones.
For consistency, all pages are composed by a central frame with the main menu
on the top; a left panel where titles of the latest news are listed along with the
link to the newsletter editions and a newsletter subscription button; a right panel
that contains a search field, social network buttons and the contact details of the
project coordinator (see Figure 1). Each page has a clear title that clearly
announces its content. Naturally, the content of the middle frame changes from
page to page, however the ‘“‘printer-friendly-version”, *“send to a friend” and
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“pdf” buttons appear

at the bottom of this frame on each page (e.g. Figure 6

where these buttons have been highlighted in a red rectangle).

* HOME

phote gallery, project descripticn

t Home:

External Links

* ABOUT

Project ckjectives & kackgreound
Partners: partner list, lecgos,
Study sites

contact names and

- Newsletter

* EVENTS
- Stakeholder Workshop
- Summer School

- Final Cecnference
project evelwves)

* RESULTS

- Meta-RAnalysis (WP1)

- Hydremorphelogical and ececleogical
processes and interacticns (WEBZ)

- Effects of hydremcrphelegical changes

on river and floocdplain ecosystems (WE3)

- Effects of river restoration (WP4)

- Restoraticn peotential and strategy (WE3)

(WE&)

- Encowledge dissemination and stakehclder

participaticn (WEPT)

- pplicaticns and teocols

- Final repert
- Deliverables

* TINTERNAL
t Documents
List of Preoject partners

emails

(nocte that more events can ke added tec the events page as the

Figure 2 Site map of the REFORM website structure

The website menu, displayed horizontally at the top of the website below the

REFORM logo, is composed of 5 tabs:

e Home

e About

e FEvents
e Results
e Internal
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These are the main pages of the website, also referred to main menu items in
this report. When clicking on any of these 5 tabs, a list of sub-menu items
appears allowing the user to select the requested sub-menu item. These sub-
menus contained in each menu item are shown in a simplified sitemap to give an
overview of the website pages and content (Figure 2).

The terms of reference in the Description of Work are incorporated in the website
as explained in Table 1.

Table 1 Terms of Reference and Implementation in REFORM website

Terms of Reference (DoW)

Implementation

Provide an online forum for
interaction with stakeholders:

This functionality is connected to the two key REFORM events
and will be implemented in the build-up to the end-user
workshop (late 2012) and final conference (2014/2015). It is
therefore at present not yet in place. Continuous interaction
with stakeholders without any specific aim is considered not to
be appropriate for a research project.

Provide for internal
communication and
dissemination among
REFORM partners, a

password protected intranet:

This functionality is in place: see Chapter 2.5 Internal. Only
the online forum has not been built in the REFORM website.
The motivation is that social media do support such
functionality. Therefore an on-line forum in LINKIN has been
created. This is for REFORM partners only (so-called ‘a
members-only group’). This on-line forum is to compliment
face-to-face meetings and reduce the need to travel.

Provide online background
and training material for the
summer school:

This material will be uploaded in due course under menu item
“Events” — “Summer School” (2015).

Provide online access to the
main tools/applications
developed in the project:

All deliverables with dissemination level ‘public’ will be
available in the sub-menu ‘results’. Next to the project website
a WIKI is dedicate to give access to tools and applications
(Figure 3). The website of the WIKI will be:
wiki.reformrivers.eu. The WIKI will be on-line and populated
with the first results February 2013.

Provide the portal for the
interactive knowledge and
information system on river
restoration:

This system will be the WIKI (see #4).

Host a glossary of terms in
various languages of the
consortium:

This glossary will be made available in the WIKI, which is the
most appropriate place.
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Terms of Reference (DoW) | Implementation

The website will remain | ECOLOGIC will host the website until October 2018. The need
active up to three years after | and necessity for long-term hosting (after 2018) of the project
the end of the project: outputs on the web will be further discussed and clarified in the
course of the project.

Know-How 4——» Knowledge —

River typolopy
Measures
, Pressures
Case studies of ; \ Tools (assessment,
river restoration . Hydromorphology indicators, models,
projects : guidelines, monitoring)

Physico-chemistry

Biota

Ecosystem goods
and services

European environmental
directives and policies

Figure 3 Schematisation of the REFORM WIKI to provide on-line access to know-how, knowledge
and evaluation tools for hydromorphology, ecology and restoration of rivers.

Each of the following sections (sections 2.1 to 2.5) describes a main menu item
of the website along with the sub-menus that compose it.

2.1 Home

The Home main menu is composed of two pages: Home and External Links
(Figure 4). The user is directed to the same page whether he clicks on the main
menu item “Home” or the sub-menu item of the same name.

2.1.1 Home

Upon clicking “Home” the user is directed to the homepage where a dynamic
photo gallery is presented. The latter displays a succession of photos on the
overall theme of river restoration. This gallery was created to deliver a visually
interesting browse interface; major site and content landmarks are essential in
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the initial phases of a user’s visit. The photos will be changed regularly. Beneath
the photo gallery, a short text explains the REFORM project in a nutshell.
2.1.2 External links

This page offers a list of external links to activities and initiatives that are most
relevant to the REFORM project and the topic of river restoration.

Search site

o .|l
g REFORM in a nutshell
Sth Incerational Odderbaek stream — Denmark SHsisiNatiaHE
Symposium on "
Ecohydraulics ™ | F Recemmand
O |3 Twest
Newsletter @ (o
The first newsletter is
published. Contact
Project coordinator
Dr. Tom Buijse
Deltares
B Contact this person
Who's online
There is currently 1
user online,
= isabelle Odderb=sk stream restoration to improve instream habitat

diversity and nutrient retention [Denmark, SEVENTH FRAMEWORK
www.odderbaek.dk) PROGRAMME

REstoring rivers FOR effective catchment Management
Project duration: November 2011 - October 2015

Restaring river ecosystems in Europe: the REFORM project will

provide tools to suppert cost-effective implementation of

Figure 4: View of the main menu item “Home”
2.2 About

2.2.1 Project objectives and background

The user is redirected to the same page whether he clicks on the main menu
item “About” or the sub menu item “Project objectives and background” (Figure
5). This page lists the specific objectives of the REFORM project.

Page 10 of 16



REFDRM Deliverable 7.2 Project website: structure and functionality
-~

REstoring rivers FOR effective catchment Management

Search site
Project objectives & =
T objectives & background == (s
News Partners
gth Interna dit Social Network

Study sites

Symposium|

Ecohydraul I | F Recornend
Newsletter T [ Tweet

Newsletter [ @ [F

The first newsletter is

published. Contact
Project coordinator
Dr. Tom Buijse

| Unsubscribe | Deltares

W8 Contact this person

Who's online
There is currently 1
user online,

» izabelle

SEVENTH FRAMEWORK
PROGRAMME

The overall aim of REFORM is to provide a framework for
improving the success of hydromarphelegical restoration
measures to reach, in a cost-effective manner, target ecological
status or potential of rivers,

Success is defined as being hydromorphaologically sustainable,
ecologically effective, and exploiting the full patential within the
socio-economic setting.

Cost-effective implies an optimisation of both ecosystem health
and the goods and services that natural, modified and restored
rivers, floodplains and connected groundwater provide,

To achieve this aim the REFORM consertium will develop
protocels and procedures to moniter the biclogical response to
hymarphelegical change with greater precisien, te support the
design of programmes of restoration and mitigation measures for
the WFD, in particular for the upceming 2nd round of RMEPs, and
to integrate restaration better with socis-sconemic activities,

The specific objectives of REFORM ars:

Figure 5: View of the main menu item “About”

2.2.2 Partners

The “partner” page provides a list of the 25 partners of REFORM with their
respective logos along with the name of up to three contact persons from each
institution. The user can click on the “email this person” button to contact any of
the project members listed on this page. Using this approach allows for visitors
to contact project members without making their email directly exposed to spam
crawlers.

2.2.3 Study sites

WP4 analyses the effects of large iconic river restoration measures throughout
Europe. The page “study sites” introduces this work and provides the internal
link for the study sites chosen for this purpose. Each study site page contains a
photo and an aerial view of the site along with a description of the site and
information on the measures conducted (see Figure 6).
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River Warta — Poland, Flagship
restoration measure

[ew || E2m

MNewsletter
The first newsistier is
pubilsh=d.

Whao's online

® Site name: Tagdndv- Lad

= [Ahver Typabogy: Mid-sized hreiand rver
= ARftuds: 75 m

s Catonment area: 14000 km2

& Praggures befons the restorstion:

& diss miain rheer -
o smbankments
o channslized manstancus river bed
@ stralghtenad river course
@ dagradation of rher bed
= Aestorstion messures canductsad:
@ re-cannacting the main river with axbows and Soodpisin
o clearning ald connactions
& lowaTing SMIANKTANTS At Same points
& buliding cubearts in come smbanmerts
@ re-sstabfishment of continuum main river - Soodpiain
» L=ngth ofrestoration: 3,0 km
= Site desoription: The site is kocated In the middls course of
the river in the Warts Landscaps pari. The restarathon sctians
VEne undertaioan o a Compancation project for lasses cauced
Ty CONETTUCTING & Migimeray That damagsd the other strapoh of
tha rivar balonging ta the kistura 2000 area. To protect
meadows located in the valley bottom against fioods and ta
=nable their inbenches USs 35 pactures, This stretch was
ambanikad in the past. The pressure has resufted in cutting off
‘the Siaodplain fram the river by ambankments and thersfore it
stappad #ooding of tha aras, It hac cyuced ocoes in
PrOJUCTIVITY OF Masdows and Disdhersity, sspaciaify inds.
The rectaration actions werse parfonmead in the years
2005-2003. Tha maln Imgksmanted MESECUnss ans reiytsd ta
re-cannacting the river with axbows and foodplaln by buliding
cuivearts, lowering the ambankments at somes paints and
EeLiag The ol connactions.

Figure 6 View of one of the study site pages (the “print”, “send to a friend” and “pdf” buttons have

been highlighted in the red rectangle)
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2.2.4 Newsletter

The page “Newsletter” shows a list of the published newsletters (newsletter
number, date, and title of the articles it contains) followed by a link to the full
newsletter. When clicking on the link the user is redirected to the newsletter
edition’s page where the articles are listed, with a teaser beneath each title and a
link to read the individual articles (Figure 7).

REFORM newsletter No 1 - June 2012

"ﬂ View Edit
,-‘; 1. Welcome editorial by the REFORM Coordinator
/ Tom Buijse [coardinator of REFORM) introduces REFORM and
f the contents of the 1** newslatter of the preject.
/ Read more
/ 2. River restoration in need of priorities and a process-oriented
7 approach = An Interview with Professor Klement Tockner
o Profasser Klamant Tecknaer [Director of the Laibniz- Institute of
I Freshwater Ecology and Inland Fisheries in Germany) sharas his
I wigws on the current challenges in river restoration in Europe and
Newsletter / the importance of research projects such as REFORM to improve
the success of hydromerphological restoration measures.,
REFORM newsletter No 1 - June 2012 f;a‘ Baid i
C":f";:{wm. editorial by the AEFORM Coordinator 3. The WISER Pﬂkﬂ 7 ‘_cv results :
2. Rivar rasbsration in newd of privrises and § progkes-orianced WISER [Water bodies in Europe = Integrative Systems to assess
approach - &n Interview with Professer Klemegt Tockner E:Q|qu:l| Status and R-l:uv.n-] wWas a |Ir‘gt EU-funded rasearch
3. The WISER project — Key results / project, which ended in February 2012, This article presents the
:: :Fo::::n::u';::;'..:lr.'n';il-k::;r‘g:E::i:;? key findings of WISER and outlines its relevance for REFORM,
€. The River Narew (Poland] has it all being fn part natural, Besd more "
regulated and restored f,r 4, REFORM Meta-analyses - What is it about?
7. 1tth Maating of tha Warking G-‘GHFIF o Flaads of the WFD . One of the aims of REFORM iz to make the stace-of-the-art
s. :‘:‘g’gég;’::':':;’;:::: ::':1‘::; r;':‘:';:;: :5;":"‘2;‘1 2 klliahlﬁdgll on hydramarph ulng?r. the in teracticn with &:olu.gy and
Cemmaon Implamantation Strategy (Brussals, 12+ 13 Juna 2012) wider environmantal aspects tmaly available to support river
, basin managers while preparing the next round of River Basin
Click here to read the full newsletter / Management Plans, This article explains the compilatien of
existing knowledge in work package 1 of REFORM to support
further research steps,

Read more
Cropped view of the newsletter page | 3 Field training course in Silkeborg, Denmark _
Sk : REFORM scientists organized & field eraining course in May 2012
(listing all published newsletters) in Silkebarg, Deanmark, to discuss fiald mathods, which will be
applied in the case study areas of REFORM,
Read mors
&, The River Narew (Poland) has it all being in part natural,
regulated and restored
The River Marew in Poland is one of the case studies of REFORM
on rlver restaration. This article gives an insight on the history of
human intervention and restoration on the River Narew.
Egad morg
7, 11™ Meating of the Working Group F on Floods of the WFD
Common Implementation Strategy (Bucharest. 19 April 2012)
The Weorking Group F en Floeds met on 19 April 2012 te discuss
the current status of the Floods Directive reperting and to plan
the next steps to be adopted after the recent completion of the

Cropped view of the newsletter edition page
(listing individual articles)

Figure 7 Selected views: the Newsletter page (on the left) linking to the full newsletters (on the
right)
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2.3 Events

The “events” page provides a list of important events in the field of river
restoration and meetings taking place in the context of REFORM work. The date,
title and contact person (or event website in some cases) for the event are
provided along with a short description of the event. Both internal and external
events are posted. This page will be updated regularly. The sub-menu items
Stakeholder workshop; Summer school, and Final conference lead to pages that
promote the events of the same name. These three events are organized by the
REFORM consortium and are important elements of the project’s dissemination

strategy.

News

Sth International
Symposium on
Ecchydraulics

Newsletter
The first newsletter is
published.

Who's online
There are currently O
users anline,

Hydromorphological and ecological
processes and interactions (WP2)

Wiew Edit

Marat Degradatian Restration £
Brocesses Mitigarion
er WP 1 Meta-analysis |
+

l

WP 4
Effects of rivar
restoralion

WP S
Fesinration
potential and
stratogy

WP 7 Knowlodge dsseminatian and
stakenoiders participaton

l WP B Applcatons and loaks

WP 8 Cansartium coordnation and management |

OBIECTIVES

1. Todevelop 2 process-based Eurcpean framewark for
investigating hydromorphaology

2. Todevelop and test indicators and models of
hydremorphological processes and process-form
relationships across spatial scales

3. Taoidentify linkages and feedbacks between hydrology and
biota, and between bicta and merphology

4, To establish the impartance of natural hydromarphelegical
dynamics for ecosystem function and ecological quality

5. Tao identify and quantify potential ecosystem goods and
services offered by European rivers and floodplains

DELIVERABLES

DZ.1 Multi-scale framework and indicators of
hydromarphelegical processes and forms {scheduled Octeber
2014)

D2.2 Influence of natural hydromorphological dynamics on biota
and ecosystem services [scheduled July 2014)

D2.3 Framework to analyse ecosystem services provided by
Eurcpean river systems [scheduled October 2013)

Search site

(el

Social Network

P | F Recanvnand
O |2 Tweet
o [F

+1

Contact
Project coordinater
Dir. Tom Buijse
Deltares
Contact thi

SEVENTH FRAMEWORK
PROGRAMME

Figure 8 View of page “Results- Hydromorphological and ecological processes and interactions

(WP2)”

2.4 Results

The “Results” page offers links to the results of WP1 to WP7 (one link per WP),
the final report of REFORM and individual public deliverables of the project. The
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links to the individual WPs redirect the user to the WP page where the WP
objectives and deliverables are listed; the results will be posted as the project

work progresses.

2.5 Internal

The project website aims to facilitate internal communication between partners
(Figure 9). Registered and approved project members can access the internal

area.

Search
documents

» Workpackage

rabl=s

b Fil= stalis

News

Bth Intermnationsl
Symposivm on
Ecohydravlics

Who's online

Ther= i= currently 1 w==r
online,

| some | ossour | Ew -I!-.l--_  ESUET .| INTERNAL

Documents

Documents

Lict of Project Fartners

Reform website guidelines

SuomETced by bl on 13 June 2012 - 11: 1A
The following document is a guideline to using the features available
for mach type of user. The content of this document will =vohee ax
users become acguaint=d with the website and might encounter
problems, the solutions to wihich we will be inchaded hers.

[ REFORM websits guide

Document bype:

2

mes_14.06.2012. pdf

D&.2 Templates for Reporting

Summary ¥ Every defiverable contains executive summany of
maximum tws pages in length that with nz or mirimal us= of jargon
and t=chinical terms =o that it is easy to read for a wide sudisncs.
-

[ 8.3 REFORM_;
Work pachages
Deliverables: O
File status: Final

rarable tamplate v2.paf

Dg.2 Template for Task Planning

Suemmary: This document contains the template for task planning
=pacifiad ir time by parteer, work package, task and ralsted

bi=. It also describex the adapiations {incheding motivation)
riginal Description of Work and the cross-linkages to other

inal, par

Deliverables: DE. mplates for tazk planning
Document bype: Report
File status: Final

D4.1 Field protocols and associated database

Summary: WP4 evaluates effects of river restoration by analysing
=xisting dats =z well as parforming field studies on paired
catchments. In tazks 4.2 and 4.3 Tield studies will uze examples of
restor=d sites in which =ither ooz largs scale measers [flagshis
restoration sit=) or smaller restoration measures {small re=toration
=ite) have been implemeanted. These restoralion sit=s will b=

comparzd
degraded (nested de=ign). All cas= study sites compriss mid-sized
mountain fvers or mid-sized lowland rvers throughowt Europe. For
all caxe shuty sitex we collect snvironmental dats, bictic and
Turctional parameters potentially supporting or spoiling restoration
sucomzs. To manage e gathered dats, = databass was crested in
two staps. To collect the dats from sl case study partrars 2
Microsoft Boceld file with 33 sheets was creabed at first. In this Ti= 10
kmy subjects are required - 5 abictic and 5 bictic topics [ Site
information, Hydromorphology, Pressure types, Restoration measure
types, Physico-chemical data; Fish, Imverd=brates, Macrophytes,
Riparian besties, Vegetation). Secondly, the mecshved datassts will
bBe merged in a Microsoft Acce=s database. Data on fver
frydromorphology {CEN compliant survey method and

control sit=s” that are situated upstream and ars still

Figure 9 View of the Internal page

Search site

Social
Metwork

0 | F Rezoemand
OB 3 Temet

@ (=

Contact
Project coordinator
Dr. Tom Buijse
Deftares

MR Cantact this parsan

SEVENTH FRAMEWCAK
PROGRAMME
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2.5.1 Documents

The documents page offers a collection of resources for project members. Project
members can search or post documents by categories: work package,
deliverable, document type, file status, or meetings. When new documents are
posted, the creator of the document can tag it, via a series of tick boxes,
according to its content. Using these tick boxes makes it easy for internal users
to locate the information they are looking for. All project members can post
documents in the internal area, however only project board members can post
documents or edit the external (public) area.

2.5.2 List of project partners

This page provides a list of the project members from each partner institution
that make up the REFORM team. Each member has the option of uploading a
photo of them and provide his phone number. A link “email this person” is
available for each member. It should be noted that the list of partners available
in the public area of the website is limited to up to three contact people from
each partner institution; the list in the internal area is an exhaustive one of all
experts working on the project.
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